S4    PAPACY AND MODERN TIMES

this young man, for whose sake the Canon
Law and the claims of the electors were so
shamelessly flung aside, was not without some
sparks of nobility. He stands high above
all the Popes that have reigned since the
Middle Ages, and by his determined action, in
which nepotism had no place, the Papal States
were at length permanently established. Six-
tus, who rode roughshod over Italian schemes
-and policies, was, in Machiavelli's opinion,
** the first Pope who began to show the extent
of the Papal power.95 He left Bohemia and
Hungary to themselves. He did nothing to
stem the Ottoman advance. In the splendours*
architectural and spectacular, of this son of
St. Francis we feel that a Nemesis lurks,
and that the " Eternal Gospel " will take its
revenge

To what extent Sixtus may be held res-
ponsible for the treachery and sacrilege com-
bined which make up the conspiracy called
"of the Pazzi," is a question that has been
vehemently debated. On April 26, 1478,
Giuliano dei Medici was brutally slain, and
Leonardo wounded, during High Mass in the
Duomo at Florence. A plot to overthrow
their government had been discussed before,
the Pope, who considered Lorenzo his enemy,